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JOINT STATEMENT 

 
In 2023, the European footwear sector had a turnover of EUR 23.2 billion and represented over 222,000 jobs 

in the EU. Footwear production in Europe is concentrated in specific regions, which economy is directly 

impacted by the prosperity of this industry. 

 

Since COVID-19 pandemic started, Leather and Footwear companies face multiple several challenges, 

including rising energy costs, an aging workforce, an enormous burden of new EU and national legislative 

requirements on sustainability, and finally, the continuous intense -and often unfair- global competition. 

These challenges make very difficult the prosperity of this industry, which 99% are SMEs. Therefore, the 

national footwear associations (later called as Associations) members of the European Footwear 

Confederation call the European Commission and EU Member States to monitor the industrial 

competitiveness of this sector and provide the legal environment and means to ensure the prosperity of 

companies and employees in each region. The Associations declare their full support to the European 

Industrial Strategy and the  EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles  aimed at maintaining high-quality 

jobs in Europe, and assist accordingly to companies in this transition. 

 

EU Footwear Industry Associations stand that the EU should ensure a substantial industrial strategy that 

maintains and creates high-productivity industrial jobs across Europe. Industrial policy should support 

investors in the transition to a digital and circular economy, but also maintain and develop existing industrial 

structures in key sectors such as footwear that contribute to economically important value chains. 

 

Key actions required in a new EU industrial policy: 

 

­ A well-functioning single market with effective market surveillance and customs controls. There is an 

urgent need to strengthen such controls in terms of quality, level of chemical contamination, duties 

and taxes paid as well as in the need to consider anti-dumping procedures if the process is proven. 

 

­ Ensure that the same rules arising from the Green Transition apply to all products circulating in the 

internal market, independently of whether products were manufactured by domestic companies or 

imported from non-EU areas. 

 

­ Increase monitoring and customs controls of third countries’ products which benefit from Free Trade 

Agreements or the EU Generalised Scheme of Preferences to make sure that they respect EU safety, 

social and environmental standards. 

 

­ An awareness campaign to increase demand for products made in Europe with sustainable materials 

such as leather, and fight “greenwashing” with words such as “eco leather” when designating artificial 

material imitating leather or “eco-friendly”. The upcoming Digital Product Passport should play the 

crucial role in informing customers on the material used and its real proven impact on health and 

safety. 

http://www.cec-footwearindustry.eu/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/textiles-strategy_en
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­ A specific EU measure that recommends Member States to provide financial support/ incentives for 

those SMEs that invest in applying the new rules resulting from the green industrial transformation 

(Ecodesign, Digital Product Passport, Extended Producer Responsibility, etc.). 

 

­ Public procurement in the EU to focus on the green and social aspects of production. 

 

In addition, the Associations wish to underline: 

 

­ Their commitment to an extensive dialogue and collaboration with public authorities, companies and 

education institutions concerning the transfer of knowledge and expertise in the field of Green 

Industrial Transformation, and the related professional training and internships. 

 

­ Their support to IPR enforcement & fight against counterfeited goods. 

 

­ Their support to the EU Forced Labour Regulation recently approved by the European Parliament, 

and pending final approval by the EU Council. 

 

­ Their call for a faster implementation of the EU Regulation on geographical indications of handcraft 

and industrial products. 
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